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the Marquises de Villefort, de Muy and de La
Lande bore the titles of sous-gouvernantes. A great
number of ladies, waiting women and servants
were attached to the young princesses, who had
to submit from babyhood to rules of etiquette,
and to suffer their tyranny. Their least actions
were precisely regulated; Marie Leczinska could
not see them so often as she wanted and each
interview was accompanied by tedious ceremonials.

Tradition demanded that the Dauphin should
be handed over to men after his eighth birthday i
On 15th January 1736 Louis XV anticipated the
set date on consideration of his son's excellent
health and precocious intelligence. He chose M.
de Chatillon as tutor, presenting the Dauphin to
him with the following words: "Sir, I am giving
my dearest possession into your hands;" then he
said to the young prince: "You must obey M. de
Chatillon as if he were myself." Then he directed
his eyes to Mme de Ventadour saying: "Never
forget how good Mme de Ventadour has been to
you." The good duchess, who adored the Dauphin
and had cared for him since his birth, was quite
overcome and, unable to restrain her tears, left
the room sobbing.

The Dauphin wanted to run after her, but M.
de Chatillon kindly but firmly blocked his way;
every detail of the scene recalled the time when
Louis XV was his son's age. The little prince
went back to his apartments escorted by his new